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wmimtmm FOR j Director 

Rational ft^eona* lasaace of fie® 

SUBJECT: Soviet Aati-Sattlllf® Capability: 

Part HI 


1. I have your response oi SO hovenber to toy 
impuiry of 10 Novewsber regarding your concern as to 
Cl i estimates of. Sovi© t satellite tracking accuracies. 

The correspondence see®® to have shifted the ©object 
somewhat away fr<m the proposition that originally 
caused Hr* RcCooe’a concern, it is »y understanding 
that you have challenged the correctness ot the ClA/Cbl 
estimates I 

| The vsJ idity 

oi this estimate is easily discussed and settled. in a 
technical form®. The purpose of my first note mm s to 
establish such a discussion with your technical people 
at an early da to. It nay ho that you do not disagree 
with the? CIA estimates "by an order of magnitude or 
wore,’ In which case we can. promptly close the matter. 
However , if you have* such a concern, we are went an.iioue 
to resolve the proxies, since a good deal turns on the 
answer , 

%. Your recent note does raise the broader and &©r© 
fundamental question of probable Soviet capabilities and 
intent, which in certainly the first concern of N80. 

This judgment properly belongs to the Board of Rational 
Estimates. Earlier this year I sent yon copies of two 
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SU8JSCT: Soviet Anti-Satellite Capability % Part III 


imstc OSl technical rm 


[ which served a® Ait-pats 'to the is at i* -ns. I 
estiwatei program. Dr. Oamberlain later briefed you 
o» the wane matter amt up-dated thmm studies . Your 
re-quest of 22 ftcptMRbttr lor a store tie tailed brief tag 
by Ur. Chamberlain was deterred pending publication of 
the annual na tional Est imate oi Soviet Air Defense- 
Capabilities This baa Just 'been completed 

and treat® tbs estimative problem which you raise • An 
advanced draft I m forwarded herewith for your use. 
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